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Should primary students learn Simplified Chinese? Limsiaco, Katherine Bumagat (F.1A)

There is a controversy over whether primary students should learn simplified Chinese. Opinions are diverse. In the
following paragraphs, | am going to analyze the advantages and the disadvantages of learning Traditional Chinese and
Simplified Chinese. | will also talk about my view over this topic.

The advantages of learning Simplified Chinese are numerous. Simplified Chinese characters are a newer and
simpler version of Traditional Chinese characters. Telling by its name, Simplified Chinese is a comparatively simpler and
easier type of Chinese characters to employ. It has fewer strokes than Traditional Chinese, therefore, using Simplified
Chinese in writing is more convenient and efficient. In Mainland China, Simplified Chinese is widely used in daily life,
learning and business. Learning Simplified Chinese can help us connect with Mainland China since Hong Kong has
lots of businesses with China.

The advantages of learning Traditional Chinese cannot be overlooked. Traditional Chinese characters are the
original Chinese characters, they carry meanings, history and culture. They are more aesthetically pleasing. They are
mostly used in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Learning Traditional Chinese can retain our cultural identity.

In my opinion, learning Traditional Chinese is not only better for Primary students’ learning, but also the pride of
being Hongkongers.

A School Newspaper Article on Teen Suicide Mandy Chu (F.2A)

Committing suicide is a serious issue. According to a recent news article, there have been several cases of student
suicides this academic year. These unfortunate cases include primary, secondary and even university students.

What could be the reasons for young people to end their lives? First, they could be stressed out because of their
studies. Second, they may be affected by parents’ high expectations. Third, some of them may suffer from mental
illnesses like depression and anxiety. Moreover, some may have very low self-esteem and feel alone and worthless. All
these reasons may lead them to commit suicide if they cannot find a way to face their problems.

What are the consequences of committing suicide? More immature youngsters may follow these bad examples
to deal with challenges in their daily lives. They can never solve any problem effectively but hurt their parents and all
others who love them.

We must do something to prevent that. We should always be cheerful and positive ourselves. Learn ways to relieve
our stress like listening to music and playing sports with friends. If we know a friend who has suicidal thoughts, we
should help him to open up. Stop saying or doing nasty things to others. Be nice to ourselves and everyone around us.
Our society needs to be a place of harmony.

Last but not least, if we are depressed, ask for help from professionals like teachers and social workers. Also, don't
forget that our parents and friends will always stand by us. Remember, we don’t have to walk alone.



