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Should packaged products and plastic bottles be banned?

A recent survey found that Hongkongers had thrown away
more than 12 billion plastic bottles since 2008. It is undeniable
that many people use a lot plastic products, such as bottled
water, packaged products and plastic tableware. In response
to this, our school has just announced the banning of all
bottled and packaged drinks from the tuck shop and vending
machines. Students react differently to this announcement. In
this article, | would like to describe students’ responses and
give my opinion.

Students react differently because they have different
points of view, for example, convenience, environmental and
health issues. Let me talk about the responses of students
who agree with the ban.

Students agree because they are concerned with the
environment and their health. Hong Kong’s landfills will be
filled up soon. Since a lot of plastic products had been thrown
away to the landfills, we need to take action now to reduce the
amount of plastic used and produce less rubbish. Also, plastic
only decomposes after hundreds of years, it releases toxic

chemicals and other harmful things which will damage the food chain
and increase incidences of ailments including cancers, obesity and
infertility. Therefore, students agree to the ban.

Banning the sale of bottled and packaged drinks seems like the
best way. However this act has some disadvantages.

Some students disagree with this ban since they may not have
their own water bottles and they think buying bottled water from the
tuck shop or vending machines is very convenient. They don’'t need
to bring the ‘heavy’ bottles when they go to school. Furthermore,
at school there are few drinking fountains. When students use up
their water, they cannot fill up their water bottles. Therefore, the ban
causes inconvenience to these students.

In my opinion, | agree to the ban. When everyone buys bottled
water, we produce a lot of plastic waste each day. In addition, we
should think more about the ecosystem and Earth. ‘Put yourself
in other’s shoes’, we need to see the big picture by knowing more
about the scourge of plastic waste.

We should take action to help Earth.
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