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F.1F Jasmine Poon
2020 is a very special but terrible year

S5 KEBRLEZR  TUIBERESHAEE  EREEALHE to most of us because of the severe attack
BREBINBHUIAEAR - BARERTLIMNIERE - BAH of COVID-19.

DIBEERZRM - BAKPNNUTOR Y - B E SR THERPIE
BALRSIEPISN - RAEBER - "RAIXBTERY | o & much by the pandemic. In contrast, it was
REURED  BHNEERFRL  RAELRE — DEIR more likely to have a long vacation for me
MOLPRODERIIRA > BEERARBESHHEHE  EHE from January to June. | stayed at home
HEMRARNEEE  ABBENKREE—KNERR & because | didn’t have to go to school. | am
REFHAEHE  BKRRANEE  BEREAERANRBH not particularly fond of wearing the mask
AEHERATERFHREY RBRWEELENE |ﬁ when we go out especially during the hot
R WASUERRE—RBRNRREL  FHELF summer— | can’t breathe properly. It does
Rt RE s E0L%  AEITHESBIBER > & keep me safe from the virus so it's not too

BRERTERZBEEINN "MK, - bad, only a minor inconvenience at most.
During the school suspension, we had to

Duri . F.4F Christy Sentoso S f.é Z 2 have online Zoom lessons. However, online
uring the school suspension, all of our classes have been & gﬁé;‘%ﬂ% . learning isn't really a aood way for me to
moved online. Instead of communicating with teachers face-to- il Igdidn’t unde)r/star?d what tze {sachers
face, we utilized video-conferencing software to attend classes. P were .saying most of the time because | am a

In the beginning, it was tremendously difficult to keep l»«»@%ﬁﬁ%’)ﬂ! non-Chinese speaking (NCS) student. | was
up with my studies and | was falling behind on most of my scared that | would fail in my final exams

subjects. In addition to that, the change in the learning but luckily there were English notes in the
environment made it challenging for me to stay focused.

I<' Google Classroom. In my opinion, Zoom

However, through this particular experience, | have fﬁ\@m1 lessons are good for social distancing but
discovered the importance of being more independent and uw not really good for actual learning.

active in class. | learned that asking questions can further my e | hope that this pandemic will end very

knowledge and understanding of certain topics. Apart from \g\ﬁcﬂ% ! soon. Meanwhile, keep the good practice of

pushing myself to do revision on my own, it also helped me . wearing mask to protect yourself and your

enormously when learning tricky concepts. ;
F.4H Hui Sze Ching Ll

For me, | haven't been affected too
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The COVID-19 health emergency has provided our PBSS
English classrooms during months of lockdown with some
real opportunities to push our teaching and learning methods
to new levels. I'd like to reflect on the benefits of the e-learning
approach | used, which admittedly was daunting to me in the
lead-up to the first classes. | didn't see myself as a particularly
|.T.- savvy teacher, but | knew that the answer to maintaining
communication with my classes, continuing with teaching an
uninterrupted curriculum and adhering to strict quarantine
guidelines was to set up a virtual English classroom.

Zoom was the platform | chose as did most of the
teachers in our school. The global conferencing community
had already raised certain issues with Zoom software privacy
that we understood and worked to minimise. To this, | also
added requirements for my online learners to have their
cameras and microphones on for the duration of the class so
| had their full attention and they didn't become distracted by
being unsupervised in their home environments. | found Zoom
technology useful and flexible. | could put up information
on documents and slides (Pear Deck) to list key learning
points and my students could use a virtual blackboard to
write responses on the shared screen. They also participated
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Fmbracing new methods and practices:
the Virtual English Classroom

well in discussions and |
found they listened in a
more concentrated way as
they realised one person
at a time could speak and
they had to recall what a
number of people had said.
They were keen to respond to each other
online and so | was
pleased to find out that
developing speaking
skills in an English
virtual classroom can

a traditional, physical
classroom.

Another good thing about the Zoom
virtual classroom is the sheer variety of
educational apps that can be used on the
platform. | used Kahoot, Gimkit, Quizlet
and Quizizz and noted that my students
readily embraced them, seeing them as
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* Kahoot!

be as successful as &

@

—G e

2
BEIRI e

akin to 'games' when, in fact, they were
great educational tools to review content
we had learnt and to activate long and short
memory recall functions. These platforms
really spiced up my students’ learning
experiences because they came across as
trivia quizzes and 'television game shows'
and they had such fun competing with each
s other to blurt out
the answers first! |
also used dedicated
English learning
apps Grammar
o3 %’-5;'?‘ Ninja and Sentence
: = ) _ Speedway, which
were great for all
abilities of English learners. As students
could complete tasks online at their own
pace and in their own time, they developed
independent and self-directed learning
skills, a road to lifelong learning.

Novel Coronaviruses and other
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Ms Jessie Ho

diseases could now be a fact of life for
us and | feel that modes of remote and
online learning are truly an exciting way
forward in education in schools. Most
educators I've spoken to feel the virtual
classroom has become a necessary way
to educate our learners now. But necessity
isn't the key reason that | think our PBSS
community needs to embrace these
rich online environments. E-learning is
"good education" because it's motivating,
engaging and effective from all kinds of
teaching and learning perspectives. Put
simply, teachers and students love it!
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